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873 Putney Road, Brattleboro
802-257-5191

office@burtoncarwash.com

Wash will be closed
9/11-9/22

• New Pay Stations and Vacuums

• Wash code users: you will still be
able to use your member number

• RFID tag users that add washes to
their tag, please contact us

We are here for you
M-F 8am-5pm and Sat 8am-3pmLOOKING FOR A

NEW CAREER?
Check out

https://jobs.berkshireeagle.com
/bennington-banner/

GARAGE SALE
68 MEETING HOUSE RD.

HINSDALE, NH
SUNDAY, Sept 3

8am - 4pm

YARD SALE
22 OLD CHESTERFIELD RD.

SPOFFORD, NH
SAT 9/2 9:30 - 3:30
MON 9/3 9:00 - 1:00

LOOKING FOR
Tenants? Filling a Job?

Selling A Home?
Call 800-245-0254, opt 2

L&G girls soccer

Defending champs 
ready for opener

SPORTS, PAGE B1

Trachtman & Portesi

‘Alternative-process’ 
photography on display

COMMUNITY, PAGE B2

St. Michael’s Episcopal

Church launches fall 
season programming

RELIGION, PAGE A2
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Preserving the past

BRATTLEBORO — October is 
American Archives Month, 
a time to remind us all that 
items that are important to 
us need to be preserved, cat-
aloged, cared for and made 
accessible to the public.

What are archives? The 
Society of  American Archi-
vists says the term refers to 
“the permanently valuable 
records — such as letters, 
reports, accounts, minute 
books, draft and final man-
uscripts, and photographs 

— of people, businesses and 
government. These records 
are kept because they have 
continuing value to the PHOTOS PROVIDED BY GERARD MCGOVERN

Organ Historical Society professionals move documents.

Estey archives transferred 
to Organ Historical Society

Another 
big draw
Cannabis, outdoor recreation 

make Vt. a dual destination
BY CHRIS MAYS

GreenMountain Cannabis News

WILMINGTON — Long known 
for its recreational offer-
ings, the Green Mountain 
State now has another big 
draw: cannabis for sale.

“The ski industry has had 
a massive impact on the 
cannabis industry, especial-
ly in our area,” said Matty 
Horn, co-owner of  Matter-
horn Apothecary Vermont 
in Wilmington.

Horn roughly estimates 
about 85 percent of  his cus-
tomers are second home 
owners, vacationers or visi-
tors to the area. He doesn’t 
encourage them to smoke 
while participating in rec-
reational activities or public 
places.

While attending Mount 
Snow Academy, Horn was 
on the U.S. Ski Team in the 
early 2000s. His shop has 
antique skis, an X-Games 
bib and a Dew Tour bib on 
display.

“I wanted everything to 
be ski related,” Horn said.

Now, he’s always thinking 
about how to incorporate el-
ements of  all four seasons 
into designs he makes for 
tins holding prerolls. The 
packaging features ski and 
snowboard themed draw-
ings, as well as those in-
spired by Lake Whitingham 
and local hiking spots.

The inside of  a ski lodge 
is pictured on the Apre Ski 
pack. These prerolls are 
evenly mixed, half  sativa 

and half  indica — two plant 
types — to capture the mood 
of the smoker who is per-
haps going to indulge after a 
day of  skiing.

Other packs are called 
Powder Days, Lake Days, 
Trail Blazers, Back 9 and 
Leaf Peepers. They have 
different prerolls inside.

Horn said he’s constantly 
changing the designs and 
compares them to base-
ball cards. His plan is have 
matching merchandise.

Horn recounted how Col-
orado’s cannabis tourism, 
inspired by Amsterdam be-
fore it, incorporated skiing. 
When checking IDs, he’s no-
ticing people from all over 
the U.S. Customers have 
come from as far away as 
Washington D.C., Georgia, 
and Idaho.

“I always get into these 
conversations,” Horn said, 
adding that tourists “love 
that they can buy it legally.”

Horn has to warn people 
leaving the state that canna-
bis is federally illegal.

“What you buy here has 
to stay here,” he said. 

Christian Engel, co-own-
er of  Ratu’s Cannabis Sup-
ply in Wilmington, said his 
store gets customers from 
out of  state who want to 
partake in Vermont canna-
bis.

“We get a ton of  people 
who come in to get things 
for doing yard work, going 
for a hike, just recreational, 
tons of  stuff,” he said.

Negina Azimi with the mural at the 
Dummerston School.

Creating compassionate murals
BY JOHN UNGERLEIDER

As a project of  the Greater Falls Communi-
ty Justice Center (GFCJC), based in Bellows 
Falls and Springfield, we have brought 
Afghani woman muralist Negina Azimi to 
paint murals with students in area schools. 
We focus on the theme of justice. In restor-
ative-style circles, students discuss what 
justice means to them and generate themes, 
words, and mostly images that Negina can 
incorporate into a mural. Her time and effort 
are funded by a grant to the center from Ben 
and Jerry’s.

We have completed murals in two schools 
so far, at Bellows Falls Union High School 
with Laura Tabachnick’s Social Studies class 
and at Dummerston Schools with Nicole 
Thomas’ Student Leadership group. We plan 
to start another in the fall at Bellows Falls 
Middle School along with Student Council 
sponsor Chris Kelley, who served in the mili-
tary in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The process of  generating ideas for these 
murals helps students reflect and analyze 
key components of  justice, which leads 
to assessments of  fairness, inclusion, and 
compassion. Informed by practices and prin-
ciples of  restorative justice, students sit in a 
circle and speak one by one, sharing what is 
comfortable openly and honestly — from the 
heart. They listen to and seek to understand 

everyone in turn around the circle.
Young people have a strong sense of  what 

is fair and unfair. Teens struggle with feeling 
included as they are developing their own 
unique and shared sense of  identity. They 
know intuitively the importance of  compas-
sion and kindness and how badly they can 
feel when disrespected and devalued.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

GF CJC Director John Ungerleider, Principal John Broadley and and muralist Negina  Azimi at 
BFUHS. 

COMPASSION STORY OF THE MONTH

LOCAL HISTORY

ESTEY, Page 4

REFORMER FILE PHOTO

Matty Horn and Alicia DeWire, co-owners of Matterhorn 
Apothecary Vermont, show pre-rolls available at Matterhorn 
Apothecary Vermont when it opened in February.

CANNABIS, Page 4

MURALS, Page 4
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Gene’s Barbershop
Gene Harrison
Barber/Stylist

58 Elliot St.
Brattleboro, VT 05301
802.490.6329
genesbarbershop@gmail.com

ad space provided by the Reformer

Switch your propane to Sandri

and get a $100 account credit!*

Call our office today to become a customer.
SANDRI.COM • (800) 628-1900

WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR HOME
ENERGY NEEDS, COUNT ON

SWITCHANDSAVE
YOU CAN RELY ONUS FOR

DELIVERY & SERVICE

24/7/365

*Does not apply to existing accounts. Other restrictions apply; please call for details.

CASH
FOR GOLD
GOOD FORTUNE
Jewelry & Pawn
110 Main Street • Keene, NH

V. F.W.
257-0438

LUNCHEONMENU
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

MON. - FRI. 11:30 – 1:30

40 Black Mountain
Road

Brattleboro

$8.50
FOR SPECIALS

SANDWICHES, SOUP
OR BURGERS ALSO

AVAILABLE

MONDAY: NO LUNCH

TUESDAY: CHICKEN
BROCCOLI ALFREDO

WEDNESDAY:
SPAGHETTI AND
MEATBALLS

THURSDAY: STUFFED
SHELLS

FRIDAY: FRIED SHRIMP

creating agency and to other 
potential users. They are 
the documentary evidence 
of  past events. They are the 
facts we use to interpret and 
understand history.”

A few years ago, The Estey 
Organ Museum celebrated 
the occasion with a two-week-
long exhibit of some of the 
Estey Company’s pipe organ 
records. And now they are 
gone.

The Estey pipe organ 
archives are evidence of  
more than 100 years of  
skilled workmanship and 
diligent business activities of  
hundreds of  men and women 
living in the Brattleboro 
area.

A half  million reed organs 
were made here in Brattle-
boro and shipped out to deal-
ers. The Estey company’s 
3,000-plus pipe organs were 
custom-made for unique 
individual sites – churches, 
clubs, residences and even a 
yacht.

Most of the correspon-
dence and many of the 
drawings and specifications 
related to these pipe organs 
were, until recently, in (cold!) 
storage at the Estey complex 
on Birge Street in Brattle-
boro. They were examined by 
a professional archivist who 
spent three days here helping 
clean and organize some of  
the documents.

Some records displayed in 
the exhibit were of pipe organ 
Opus #1444, built in 1916 for 
the First Church of Christ 
Scientist in San Antonio, 

Texas, at a price of $4,300. The 
blueprints, wood samples, 
telegrams, and correspon-
dence were appropriately 
displayed in a pipe tray used 
to store and transport wood-
en and metal pipes from the 
factory to the sites.

Here are just a few of the 
pipe organ queries that have 
come to the Estey Organ 
Museum in the past. The in-
formation requested is mostly 
found in 151 boxes of Estey 
pipe organ correspondence – 
one or more folders for each 
of the 3,261 pipe organs that 
Estey made.

“I am writing with the 
hopes that you can assist me 
with some information on an 
Organ that we have in our 
church.”

“I have an Estey player pipe 
organ from 1926 that is in my 
house that I just bought.”

“My business partner and I 
have unearthed pipe work to 
Estey Opus 2133.”

“I am researching an Estey 
Organ from 1906, purchased 
at the St. Louis Exposition.”

“I am a historian interested 
in tracing the source for an 
Estey organ located in an 
abandoned church in  

Lancaster, N.H.”
Since 1993, these records 

have been on loan to the 
Brattleboro Historical Society 
from the University of Ver-
mont. That was the year BHS 
trustee John Carnahan rent-
ed a van and brought them 
back to Brattleboro from 
Burlington. How did UVM 
get them in the first place? No 
one seems to remember, but 
we assume they were rescued 
from here sometime after 
Estey went out of business in 
1960 and the factory buildings 
were sold.

From 1993 until recently, 
when he moved away from 
Brattleboro, Carnahan 
responded to at least 300 of  
these queries, often making 
photocopies of entire corre-
spondence files of more than 
100 pages each.

In recent years, the boxes 
have been stored on the 
unimproved third floor of  
one of the factory buildings 
– unheated, unlighted, and 
kept locked. This spring, an 
investigation began on how 
to make the archives more 
accessible to organ owners 
and researchers. Neither the 
Brattleboro Historical Society 

nor Estey Organ Museum felt 
it had the resources to care 
for and manage them. After 
consulting with Vermont 
archivists and organ history 
experts, it was agreed that the 
best place for the archives to 
be preserved and made avail-
able is at the Organ Historical 
Society, located outside of  
Philadelphia.

On June 7, 2023, a team of  
five Organ Historical Soci-
ety persons, including the 
director himself, arrived in 

Brattleboro. In a few short but 
intense hours, 151 boxes of  
correspondence plus several 
dozen boxes of other materi-
als were loaded onto a rental 
truck. The Brattleboro Histor-
ical Society still has custody of  
one box of Estey material not 
related to pipe organs.

Before the move, much of  
the correspondence relating 
to local Estey pipe organs 
was digitized with the new 
scanning equipment at the 
Brattleboro Historical Soci-

ety. The Brattleboro organs 
may still be researched.

Brattleboro Historical Society: 
802-258-4957  
Visit us: https://bhs802.org/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/brattleboro.history/

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.
com/bratthistoricalsoc

Instagram: https://
www.instagram.com/
brattleborohistoricalsociety/

Estey
FROM PAGE 1

He noted the prohibition of  
consumption in public places in 
Vermont includes the U.S. Na-
tional Forest, which falls under 
federal laws.

“I just tell people keep it in the 
confines of  your own space or go 
somewhere that’s private, which 
usually entails a nature walk,” 
he said.

Ratu’s Cannabis Supply 
opened Dec. 3. When Mount Snow 
in nearby West Dover would close 
after a day of  skiing and riding, 
Engel said, the store would be 
busy with people coming off  the 
mountain. He described canna-
bis as being a big part of  ski and 
snowboard culture for a long 
time, predating legalization.

Through the summer, Engel 
said, people excited to try Ver-
mont cannabis were going to the 
lake or on hikes. Those planning 
high intensity activities tend to 
want sativa products from Ratu’s.

Engel finds the store gets “a 
pretty equal mix” of  both locals 
and tourists.

“What’s great too is educating 
people on where they can actual-
ly smoke and stuff  has eliminat-
ed our town smelling like canna-
bis,” he said. “It’s been a great 
summer for Vermont cannabis. 
Tourism is thoroughly enjoying 
what Vermont producers and 
growers have to offer. It’s great. 
There’s so many quality prod-
ucts and more coming.”

Engel is excited about the up-
coming winter. Last season, not 
as much product was around, as 
it required testing before hitting 
the market.

“Now, this summer, the vari-
ety is insane, where customers 
are like, I don’t even know what 
to pick,” he said. “It’s been great 
and I’m excited to experience the 
full fall and winter season of can-
nabis this year. I think it’s going 

to be great.”
Karen Devereux, co-owner of  

Kingdom Kind in Barton, said 
her store gets many customers 
“coming to enjoy our lakes and 
hike this time of year.”

“My assumption is that since 
we get a lot of  vacation people 
in the summer that they are 
heading to the beach, mountain 
hikes and bike trails, otherwise 
they wouldn’t be in the kingdom 
during summer,” she said. “We 
have a lot of  summer residents.”

Kingdom Kind promotes its 
store as “more than a dispensary 
… more like a destination.”

“I think we could capture those 
who come to the area to visit 
our breweries as well,” Devere-
ux said, “not to mention that we 
have a great little food truck in 
our parking area.”

Scott Sparks, owner of  Ver-
mont Bud Barn in Brattleboro, 
said his store typically sees “ca-
sual tourists” who may hike or 
canoe. He hasn’t gotten any bike 
groups coming in.

Parker Rice, owner of  Equipe 
Sport in Rawsonville near Strat-
ton Mountain Resort, said his 
team is “working to open a dis-
pensary in the same building as 
our snowboard shop.”

“The hope is to be open for 
business within the next five to 
10 days but we still have a few 
items on the punch list,” he said 
Tuesday.

Rimeline Cannabis, the store, 
will be named after a former trail 
at Stratton next to Standard that 
was removed to make way for the 
gondola at the resort in the 1980s. 
Only a small run-off  section of  
the original trail remains, Rice 
said.

Vermont Ski Shoppe cannabis 
products are available at Forbins 
Reserve in Barre and The Tea 
House in White River Junction, 
according to its website. The 
company described ski shops as 
places “where outdoor enthusi-
asts have always gone for the best 

gear and advice, no matter what 
skill level.”

“Taking this tradition to heart, 
we are making Vermont Ski 
Shoppe not a physical place, but 
rather a collection of  unique 
craft cannabis products designed 
to help you enjoy your experi-
ence,” the company’s website 
states. “Proudly bringing them 
together under our brand and 
making them available to the out-
door-minded or those who just 
want to be in an outdoor state of  
mind. We encourage you to find 
your trail level and then ‘Blaze 
it.’”

Geoffrey Pizzutillo, executive 
director of  the Vermont Grow-
ers Association, said it’s still too 
early to tell the impact of  tourism 
since the legal market kicked off  
in May 2022 but didn’t technically 
get going until October. Projec-
tions presented to the Vermont 
Cannabis Control Board estimate 
tourists stops at cannabis stores 
could total more than 100,000 this 
year, next year and the following 
year.

“Some of the most successful 
policy that we’ve earned to date 
has been around agriculture des-
ignation,” Pizzutillo said, as it 
allowed outdoor farms growing 
cannabis to be visited. “People 
come to see our beautiful state. 
We don’t have billboards so peo-
ple come to see our gorgeous 
state. So we think it was import-
ant to allow farmers into outdoor 
cultivation.”

His group and others are work-
ing on consumption regulation 
reform. Most people who live in 
Vermont are renters and people 
of  color are still being targeted 
by police for substance use, Piz-
zutillo said, hoping to redefine 
the meaning of  consumption to 
include edibles and non-smoke-
able products and to replicate 
New York State where the onus is 
on the landlord or AirBnB own-
er to prohibit cannabis use on a 
property.

Cannabis
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At a time pained by chasms of  
political division and acrimony, cre-
ating murals together, after speaking 
honestly in restorative circles about 
meaningful issues, facilitates a 
shared focus on how we can be more 
inclusive and compassionate with 
each other in school and in life.

Students also build a sense of  com-
passion for the refugee experience by 
hearing the story of  Negina fleeing 
Afghanistan, as well as the challeng-
es and oppressive living conditions 
of  the family she has left behind, 
especially the women.

GFCJC also sponsored a mural, with 
the Rockingham Arts and Museum 
Project (RAMP), designed by Bellows 
Falls muralist Mark Ragonese. This 
mural was painted with fathers who 
took GFCJCs Parenting with Respect 
course and their children, as well as 
Negina and her sister Marwa, also an 

artist. We are waiting for permission 
to put up the finished mural, made out 
of wood pieces that fit like a puzzle, in 
a boarded-up window on the old fire 
station in downtown Bellows Falls.

Through these fun and creative 
arts projects, we applied reflective 
dialogue to allow middle and high 
school students to assess their own 
definitions of  justice and express 
various meanings of  compassion, for 
refugees and for themselves as young 
people in challenging times.

John Ungerleider, EdD, is Director of the 
Greater Falls Community Justice Center in 
Bellows Falls and Springfield.

Submissions, from Brattleboro area 
residents, for future publication, not to 
exceed 650 words, should be emailed to: 
compassionstory@gmail.com or mailed to: 
Compassion Story of the Month, PO Box 
50, Marlboro, VT 05344. Please include 
your name, address, phone number and 
email address. Earlier submitted stories will 
automatically be considered in subsequent 
months. Our website is: https://www.
compassionatebrattleboro.org.

Murals
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The Greater Falls Community Justice Center (GFCJC) brought Afghani woman 
muralist Negina Azimi to paint murals with students in area schools.


